Scaffolding

By Gordan Ninnes

What can and can’t be done and who can or can’t do it has been an issue on a number of UT jobs for some time. Stricter regulations are now in place– probably a good thing if you think about a certain communications tower at a certain seaside event some years ago.
SafeWork SA has produced an information sheet regarding competency. This and other information can be found at:

http://www.safework.sa.gov.au/show_page.jsp?id=2756#Scaffolding%20and%20Rigging

The scaffolding information sheet includes:

COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS for users and operators of Industrial Equipment
SCAFFOLDING

New Regulations under the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act 1986 relating to

Competency requirements for users and operators of industrial equipment took effect on 3 April 1995. The Regulations require users and operators of specified equipment to hold a Certificate of Competency. Under the Regulations, 3 classes of certificates for scaffolding will be issued:-

* Basic Scaffolding (SB)

* Intermediate Scaffolding (SI)

* Advanced Scaffolding (SA)

The certification requirements apply where a person or object could fall more than 4 metres from the scaffolding.

CERTIFICATE CLASSES FOR SCAFFOLDERS – BASIC SCAFFOLDING (SB)

This certificate allows you to perform scaffolding work related to:-

* Prefabricated scaffolds

* Cantilevered hoists with a working load limited not exceeding 500 kg (materials only)

* Ropes

* Gin wheels

* Safety nets and static lines

* Bracket scaffolds (tank and formwork).

INTERMEDIATE SCAFFOLDING (SI)

This certificate allows you to perform scaffolding work as for the BASIC CERTIFICATE plus:-

* Cantilevered crane loading platforms

* Cantilevered and spurred scaffolds

* Barrow ramps and sloping platforms

* Scaffolding associated with perimeter safety screens and shutters and

*Mast climbers

* Tube & coupler scaffolds (including tube & coupler covered ways & gantries)
ADVANCED SCAFFOLDING (SA)

This certificate allows you to perform scaffolding work as for the INTERMEDIATE CERTIFICATE plus:-

* Hung scaffolds, including scaffolds hanging from tubes, wire ropes and chains, and

*Suspended scaffolds 

Included also in this document is information about getting a certificate and training requirements and information.

